The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

CEDAW FACTS
CEDAW was approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 18, 1979. 
By December 1998, 163 member states of the UN had ratified it. 
The Convention stresses two concepts: EQUALITY between the sexes as a basic objective, and the necessity of ELIMINATING DISCRIMINATION as an ultimate goal.

The Convention demands that States:

· Abolish discriminatory norms. 

· Modify laws that are not in line with the Convention. 

· Dictate new laws and take concrete actions that will promote equality. 
CEDAW  at a Glance
Equal Rights in Education, Employment, Health Care, Family, Planning Economic Life, and Sport and Culture


"... Any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women ... of human rights and fundamental freedoms...."
Governments will
· Give women and men equal access to education and vocational guidance

· Support the equal right to participate in recreational activities, sports and cultural life.

· Eliminate Discrimination against women in the workplace.

· Provide equal access to health-care services, including family planning.

· Eliminate Discrimination against women in the economic and social arenas. 

· Prevent practices that perpetuate discrimination and gender stereotyping of women.

· Stop Trafficking in women and the exploitation of the prostitution of women.

· Eliminate Discrimination against women in political and public life and will ensure women the right to vote, hold office and actively participate in political parties, lobby groups and NGOs.

· Ensure that the particular needs of diverse groups of women including rural women are met in relation to access to services, training and employment opportunities 

WHERE DOES YOUR COUNTRY STAND?
All Caribbean countries have signed CEDAW!
Has your government submitted a report? Check it out at: www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/reports.htm
 More information on CEDAW including the full text and a list of these countries can be found at http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ 

WHAT YOU CAN DO!

Enter UNIFEM’s ‘Celebrating 30 Years of CEDAW’ Photo Contest!
Also, beyond this competition many activities can be carried out in every community, in every country.
· Tell people about CEDAW using all possible means: your school, the media, the internet etc.
· Contact your representatives! If your government has not ratified CEDAW, make sure they do! 

· Contact local women's and human rights organizations to find out how you can help support research of the situation of women in your community or region. 

